Relieving the pressure in the radiology department.
Interventional radiological procedures can be complex, requiring patients, many of whom already have compromised arterial circulation, to lie immobile for significant periods. X-ray table mattresses are designed to avoid radiation attenuation, which could degrade image quality or increase patient dose. Consequently, most mattresses do not have pressure redistribution properties. Skin changes, noted after lengthy radiological procedures, would appear to indicate that this unrelieved pressure places vulnerable patients at risk of sustaining pressure damage that could potentially initiate pressure ulcer development. This article examines the biomedical basis of pressure ulcer development, and discusses the suitability of alternative support devices for radiological examinations in an apparently under-researched environment.